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PRAYER RESOURCE  

 

You may use this prayer resource for community prayer in place of vespers or with 

collaborators in our apostolates. It may also be used for community faith sharing. 

Hymn: Whatsoever You Do (or any other appropriate hymn) 

Reading: Matthew 2:13-15. 19-23 

 

Reflection: 

Today, the Gospel presents us with the Holy Family on the painful journey of exile, 
seeking refuge in Egypt. Joseph, Mary and Jesus experienced the dramatic condition of refugees, 
marked by fear, uncertainty and hardship. That is why, when we fix our gaze on the Holy Family 
of Nazareth, we think of the tragedy of migrants and refugees who are victims of rejection and 
exploitation, victims of human trafficking and forced labour. But let us also think of other “exiles”, 
those exiles who may exist within families. Jesus wanted to belong to a family that had 
experienced these difficulties, so that no one would feel excluded from the loving closeness of 
God. 



Silence followed by sharing of experiences 

Some Concrete Actions or Commitments for the welfare of migrants and refugees:  

✓ Treat them with love and compassion.  

✓ Visit refugee or IDP camps close by. 

✓ Assist with accommodation, clothing, feeding, counselling and accompaniment as 

appropriate.  

✓ Facilitate employment with decent working conditions and fair pay.  

✓ Provide education and skills development.  

✓ Help them learn the local language and culture.  

✓ Work to eliminate xenophobia among the local population.  

✓ Assist with return and reintegration in the country or region  of origin 

 
Intercessions 
 

1. For your Church born at Pentecost, in the diversity of cultures: may it welcome migrants 
and refugees and create real communion. We pray to you, Lord. R/ Lord hear us 

2.  May refugees who have fled their country find peace and security. We pray to you, 
Lord.  

3. That refugees and migrants be helped on the path of integral development so that all 

may lead a dignified life and freely live their faith. We pray to you, Lord.  

4. 4. For migrants who have died on the way to exile; for victims of human trafficking and 

smuggling. We pray to you, Lord.  

5. For the Church and people of goodwill, that they may commit themselves to transforming 
the world into a family in which each person is involved and finds his or her place. We 
pray to you, Lord.     
 
 
 

Spontaneous intentions according to local realities… 
 

Our Father, 
 

 Hail Mary,  
 

Glory be… 

Concluding Prayer:  
 
Lord, make us bearers of hope so that, where there is darkness, 
your light reign and where there is resignation, may confidence in 
the future may be reborn. 
Lord, make us instruments of your justice; so that where there is 
exclusion, companionship may flourish, 
and where there is greed, sharing may flourish. 
Lord, make us builders of your Kingdom with migrants and refugees 
Lord, teach us how beautiful it is to live as brothers and sisters. Amen. 


